
Sing Out Loud! Wordplay: 
Music Resources for English Language Teachers

Wordplay is an exciting collaboration between the U.S. Department of State's American 
English, American Music Abroad, and American Voices programs designed to bring music 

and lyrics into the English Language classrooms across the world! 

In this webinar, we will: 

• explore this new resource, which includes downloadable audio tracks, videos, and 
classroom-ready activities

• discuss the benefits of using music in the English language classroom, how to access 
these free materials, and how to use and adapt them for your own teaching context. 
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Discuss the benefits of music for language learning

Learn about the Sing Out Loud: Wordplay project

Get ideas on how to use Wordplay in your classroom

In this session, we will…



Brainstorm

Why is music important 
when learning a language?



Music in the classroom…
• Creates a fun atmosphere

• Provides a feeling of community

• Incorporates students’ generational 
culture

• Reduces anxiety and increases 
motivation



• Authentic Language
• Vocabulary
• Chunks of language
• Slang

• Pronunciation practice 
• Prosody, stress, and intonation
• Specific sounds
• Connected speech

• Opportunities for memorization and retention
• Culture

Music in the classroom…



Do you use music to teach about culture in your classes?



Learn about the Sing Out Loud: Wordplay project

Get ideas on how to use Wordplay in your classroom

In this session, we will…

Discuss the benefits of music for language learning



Sing Out Loud: Wordplay



Sing Out Loud

Thirteen bands and musicians 
from the United States have 
created songs for you to use in 
your classrooms!

• Different genres 

• New, fresh approach 



What type of music is your favorite? 
What’s your students’ favorite? 



Sing Out Loud

These materials are Creative Commons 
resources. That means they are…

• Copyright free
• Printable
• Downloadable
• Shareable



Sing Out Loud: Wordplay

Each artist has:
• A featured song - music video, 

lyrics only video, and audio file 
• Video activities 
• Lesson plans 
• Glossary 
• Artist bio 
• Snapshot activities 
• A printable materials package



Have you used teaching resources from 
the American English website?

What is your favorite resource?



Find Wordplay at American English



Find Wordplay at American English



Find Wordplay at American English



Find Wordplay at American English



Download Worksheets and Audio 
at American English



Visit the Wordplay Website



https://thelyricsproject.org/



Wordplay Resources

• Worksheets with Lesson Plans
• Audio
• Music Videos
• Karaoke Videos
• Musician Videos
• Snapshots
• Short 30-Second Videos

Remember, you can download the 
worksheets and audio files!



Choose an ArtistScroll to the bottom 
of the Wordplay 

website to find the 
language packages!



Featured Song

Listen online or download 
to save!



Do you use audio or video in your classes?



Featured Music Video



Featured Karaoke Video



What genre/style of music is Sub-Radio?

Would your students like this song?



Downloadable Content



Worksheets

Scroll to the bottom of 
the artist’s page to find 

the individual 
worksheet activities!



Lesson Plans

Step by step instructions
Worksheets have 

lesson plans!



Lesson Plans
• Ideas for different levels

• Online Teaching Tips



Glossary 

View word definitions on the website
or

download the worksheet!



Video activities 



Musician Created Videos 
With Worksheet Activities 

1. What does “we gon’ 
be alright” mean?

2. Why did she choose 
to sing the words 
“we gon’ be 
alright” like this?



Snapshot Activities 

30-second videos with 
short classroom activities 



Snapshot Activities 

30-second videos with 
short classroom activities 



Snapshot Activities 

30-second videos with 
short classroom activities 



Get ideas on how to use Wordplay in your classroom

In this session, we will…

Discuss the benefits of music for language learning

Learn about the Sing Out Loud: Wordplay project



Sing Out Loud Wordplay

• Vocabulary 
• Speaking
• Listening
• Writing
• Grammar 
• Pronunciation

Many different 
types of English 

language activities 
for different levels 

of students!



Have you used music in your English classes before? 
If so, what topics have you taught using music? 



Example Activity: Lyrics Gap



Let’s try an activity!

Long night, ______________ up in the details

Texts, calls and emails from my broken friends

Long time since I ______________ I could fix them

Now everything is ______________up, man it never ends



What adaptations could 

you do to make this 

activity less challenging?



Adaptation idea



What language skills are you using 
to do this lyrics gap activity?



Sample 
Material



Sample 
Material



Simile Activity



Simile Activity

What is a simile?



Let’s try an activity!

1. My mouth is as dry as _________________________________________.

2. Last night, I ate dinner like ______________________________________.

3. I swim like ___________________________________________________.



In this session, we will…

Discuss the benefits of music for language learning

Learn about the Sing Out Loud: Wordplay project

Get ideas on how to use Wordplay in your classroom



Reflection

What type of Wordplay material 
would you like to use in your 

classroom?



Discuss the benefits of music for language learning

Learn about the Sing Out Loud: Wordplay project

Get ideas on how to use Wordplay in your classroom

Thank you!
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Questions or concerns? 
Email: americanenglishwebinars@fhi360.org

AE Live Webinar Resource Center 
https://openenglishcommunity.org/page/american-english-webinar-series/ 

AE website: americanenglish.state.gov
AE YouTube channel: youtube.com/StateAmericanEnglish

AE for Educators Facebook page: facebook.com/AmericanEnglishforEducators
AE Facebook page: facebook.com/AmericanEnglishatState

Thank you!

http://youtube.com/StateAmericanEnglish
http://facebook.com/AmericanEnglishforEducators
facebook.com/AmericanEnglishatState


Reflection Questions

1. What styles of music might your students enjoy working with in English 
language classes? How can you learn about their interests? 

2. What things might you need to consider when previewing music content 
for use in your classes? What support might you need to offer students 
during activities that involve music-based content? 

3. Which activities shared today might you use or adapt in class? What 
content offered by Sing Out Loud: Wordplay would be a good fit for your 
teaching objectives and student interests?


